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1 The founding of the Office for Medicinal Cannabis (OMC) has been a politically brave 
initiative by the Dutch Government that seriously addresses the need for high quality 
cannabis for patients and scientific research. Ironically, the biggest threat to the future 
of the OMC and its medicinal cannabis program comes from the wide acceptance of 
cannabis in The Netherlands, in the form of coffeeshops. (this thesis) 
 
2 The administration of a medicine by evaporation and by preparing a tea is strongly 
associated with alternative medicine, which can be a major obstacle for the acceptance 
of a pharmaceutical drug by medical professionals. However, for cannabis and the 
cannabinoids these forms of administration happen to be a perfect choice. (this thesis) 
 
3 The fact that no fully validated HPLC system is known for the analysis of herbal 
cannabis proofs that no real serious attempts have been made by the pharmaceutical 
industry to understand the potential of the cannabis plant. (this thesis) 
 
4 The low water-solubility of THC has been the major reason that it has not yet been 
developed into a successful medicine. (this thesis) 
 
5 Although the botanical family Cannabis consists of only one single species, more than 
700 cultivated varieties have been described. A large part of the current confusion about 
medicinal cannabis may be due to the fact that people talk about different cannabis 
varieties, while thinking they mean the same thing. Only when the composition of 
cannabis plants is translated into chemical profiles, using the appropriate analytical 
tools, it will be possible to come to a new classification of varieties according to 
‘chemotype’, and continue the discussion in a fruitful way. (this thesis) 
 
6 Getting stoned is not a danger of medicinal cannabis use; in contrast, it is a very useful 
way to prevent accidental overdosing on this medicine. 
 
7 Cannabis is one of the best studied plants, in terms of the number of scientific papers. 
But because of the worldwide lack of standardized cannabis plant material, it has been 
very hard to replicate the scientific findings. Consequently, cannabis remains one of the 
least understood plants, in terms of scientific consensus. 
 
8 The discovery of the cannabis receptors and their endogenous ligands is one of the most 
exciting recent medical findings. As the physiological functions of this 
endocannabinoid system are elucidated, it will become increasingly clear that 
cannabinoids will become as crucial to medicine as the opioids are now. 
 
9 The most serious side-effect of cannabis is that it causes anxiety, agitation and paranoia 
among politicians. Therefore, good arguments will not be enough to make cannabis 
research successful; what is most needed is a change in mentality. 
 Grotenhermen (2004) The Lancet 363: 1568-1569 
 Reinarman et al. (2004) American Journal of Public Health 94(5): 836-842 
 
 
 
 
10 The study of cannabis has traditionally been a study of THC only, and the natural 
cannabinoids have mainly been studied for their ‘THC-likeness’, in terms of psycho-
activity and receptorbinding. In this respect, THCA was considered to be simply a 
biosynthetic precursor of THC. The recent discovery that THCA has a bioactivity of its 
own, which may be completely independent of the known cannabinoid-receptors, will 
finally open the way for the study of cannabinoids as compounds with their own 
intrinsic value. 
 Verhoeckx et al. (2006) Int. Immunopharmacol. 6(4): 656-665 
 
11 Acceptance of intelligent design as an alternative explanation for evolution is a 
dangerous development, as it undermines not only the fundament of the biological 
sciences, but also the validity of all other natural sciences.  
 
12 An active approach is needed to protect parts of University from economic influences, 
or the Academic University, as an independent institute, is bound to disappear. 
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